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San Diego’s Johnson, Duquesne’s Hocker, 
Monmouth’s Connolly and Hill Highlight the 

2006 Football Gazette All-American Team 
 

NORTH AURORA, Illinois ~~ Pioneer Football Conference Player of the Year, Josh Johnson, from the University of San 
Diego, Duquesne University’s, Bruce Hocker, who led the nation in receiver yards per game, and the University at Monmouth’s 
First-team All-Northeast Conference pick, Matt Connolly, and teammate, Matt Hill, who led the team in tackles, headline the 
2006 Don Hansen’s Football Gazette NCAA Division I-FCS Mid-Major All-America team.  San Diego’s Jim Harbaugh, who led 
the Hawks to the NCAA Division 1-AA Mid-Major No. 1 ranking with it’s 27-7 victory over Monmouth (NJ) in the Gridiron Classic 
Bowl, and finished the season with his second-straight 11-1 record, was named Coach of the Year. 
 
Johnson earned Offensive Back of the Year while Hocker garnered the Offensive Receiver of the Year Award and Connolly is 
the Offensive Lineman of the Year and Hill is the Defensive Back of the Year. Senior Justise Hairston from Central Connecticut 
State earned Special Teams Player of the Year honors, while Ray Gensler, from Robert Morris University received Defensive 
Lineman of the Year honors. Albany’s Colin Disch claims the Defensive Linebacker of the year award.  
 
Johnson, a Junior, from Oakland, California, is the 2006 First Team All-PFL selection and Player of the Year, led USD to an 11-
1 record and the Div,-1 FCS Mid-Major title and No. 1 ranking with a 27-7 win over Monmouth (NJ) in the first Gridiron Classic 
Bowl. He ranks #1 in three NCAA I-AA statistics - total offense (336.7 yards per game), passing efficiency (169.0 rating). He is 
the current career I-AA active leader in passing efficiency (172.53) and completion percentage (69.21)... For the season he has 
completed 247-of-371 passes (66.6%) for 3,320 yards and 34 touchdowns; on the ground he has rushed for 720 yards and 11 
scores on 107 carries (6.7 yards per carry average)... Johnson passed for 4 touchdowns six times, and rushed for one or more 
scores in eight contests - In the team's 56-14 win over Dayton, Johnson completed 26-of-31 passes for 316 yards, rushed for 2 
scores and even hauled in a 25-yard TD reception... In the PFL clinching 38-21 win at Jacksonville (11-4-06), Johnson set a 
school record for total offense with 470 yards... he completed 30-43 passes for 384 yards and 4 scores; and added 86 yards 
rushing on the ground. 
 
Hocker, a junior, from Upper Marlboro, Maryland, Came back from a broken collarbone that limited him to three games played as a 
sophomore to catch 61 passes for 1,070 yards and 16 touchdowns for the 7-3 Dukes. He  led the nation in receiving yards per game (107.0), 
touchdown catches (tied for first with 16) and points per game by a receiver (9.6), also tied for 13th in receptions per game (6.1), and  
averaged 17.5 yards per catch  Hocker helped Duquesne secure its eighth consecutive Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference Football League 
title (shared with Marist) with a 3-1 league mark He caught at least one touchdown pass in nine of 10 games on his way to tying the school 
record of 16 set by Reggie Harris in 2000 . In the only game he did not record a TD (Sept. 30 vs. West Liberty State), he caught seven passes 
for a career-high 177 yards. He .topped the 100-yard mark five times and had two games with 10 or more catches (10-125-1 at Fordham and 
11-131-2 vs. Iona). 
 
Connolly, a senior, from Hewitt, New Jersey, started all 12 games for the Hawks at tackle -Was a First Team All-NEC selection 
-Earned Sports Network Mid-Major All-American. Connolly, is a first team NEC selection, and protected one of the nation’s best 
passing offenses (208.8 passing yards per game). Behind Connolly, the Hawks had the second best offense in the NEC in 
scoring (23.8 points per game) and in yardage per game (353.6 yards of total offense per game)... 
 
Hill, a senior, from Hopatcong, New Jersey, was first on the Hawks in tackles with 85 (51 solo), including four tackles for loss. 
He also registered three fumble recoveries, six pass break-ups and three interceptions for 47 return yards.  Hill’s 265 career 
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tackles ranks fourth all-time at Monmouth, while his nine career interceptions is third among all players to play for the Blue & 
White. He was part of a defense that was 1st in the Nation in scoring defense, 7th in total defense, 8th in rushing defense and 
third in pass efficiency defense. Hill is a First Team All-NEC selection. 

Hairston, a senior, from New Britain, Connecticut, numbers in 2006 marked the best single season in school and NEC history. 
He had two of the top seven and three of the top 11 individual rushing performances in the nation including a 332-yard 
performance on homecoming vs. St. Francis (PA). In that game Hairston set an NCAA record with 197 rushing yards in the first 
quarter alone. His 332 yards are a school and NEC record.  On the season Hairston had eight 100 yard rushing games, four 200 
yard games and one 300 yard game. He averaged a national-best 167.9 rushing yards per game and scored 20 rushing 
touchdowns. He also led the nation in all-purpose yards per game at 199.8 yards per game.  The senior from New Britain, CT, 
finished the season with 43 rushes of 10 or more yards including seven touchdowns runs of over 50 yards. He averaged 6.7 
yards per carry on the year, best in the country among backs with at least 140 attempts. He returned seven kickoffs for 157 
yards (22.4 yards per return) and returned 15 punts for 136 yards (8.5 yards per return). 

Gensler, a senior, from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, wrapped up his Robert Morris career in 2006 by being named to the All-
Northeast Conference First Team. He finished fourth on the club in tackles with 65, including a team-best 23 for a loss that 
totaled 106 yards. Gensler also led the NEC in sacks with 11, helping him tie the Robert Morris single-season record originally 
established in 1997 by former defensive lineman Jason Spencer (1994-97). Thanks to his 11 sacks in 2006, Gensler established 
a new RMU career record in the category with 19, eclipsing Spencer’s mark of 17. Gensler also recovered a fumble and broke 
up five passes. Overall on his career as a four-year starter Gensler finished with 183 tackles, including 75 solo 

Disch, a junior, from North Plainfield, New Jersey, is on the 2006 AFCA I-AA Coaches' All-America First Team. Is a Sports 
Network Mid-Major All-America First Team.  Northeast Conference Defensive Player of the Year for the second straight season. 
Is a first-team All-NEC for the third consecutive year.  Has had 100-plus tackles in three consecutive seasons. He had 15 
tackles in upset of nationally-ranked Delaware. The University at Albany defense ranked nationally in top five in three 
categories. Disch totals for 2006 are 103 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss (23 yards) with .5 sacks, caused two fumbles, 
broke up four pass break-ups and intercepted one pass for 16 yards. 
 
This marks the 14th

 
year Don Hansen’s Football Gazette, a recognized authority on small college football, has selected an 

NCAA 1-AA Mid-Major All-America team.  

Jim Harbaugh, led the University of San Diego to the NCAA I-AA Mid-Major No. 1 ranking in 2006.  Harbaugh guided his troops 
to the Pioneer Football League championship and the national title with a 27-7 victory over Monmouth (NJ) University in the 
Gridiron Classic Bowl.  His Toreros’ finished with an 11-1 overall record, including 7-0 in the conference, which includes a win 
over Yale. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION please contact Don Hansen at the Football Gazette, 630-801-0467 (don@donhansen.com). 
The football Gazette website is located at http://www.donhansen.com  
 
 

First Team Offense 
POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
QB Josh Johnson 6-3 195 JR Univ. of San Diego Oakland, Calif. Oakland Tech 
RB Justise Hairston 6-1 210 SR Central Conn. St. Univ. New Britain, Conn. New Britain 
RB Todd Harris 5’10 205 SR St. Francis (PA) Univ. Duquesne, Penn. Duquesne 
RB Scott Phaydavong 5-7 165 JR Drake University Des Moines, Iowa East 
WR Wes Doyle 6-4 205 JR University of San Diego Phoenix, Arizona Desert Vista 
WR Bruce Hocker 6-4 190 JR Duquesne University Upper Marlboro, Mary. Eleanor Roosevelt 
WR Nick Ruhe 5-10 182 SR University of Dayton Ottawa, Ohio Ottawa-Glendorf 
TE Jarvis Powers 6-2 180 SR Robert Morris (PA) Univ. Stafford, Virginia Brooke Point 
OT Jacob Anderson 6-6 300 SR University at Albany West Seneca, NY West Seneca 
OG Gabe DeAnda 6-0 275 JR University of San Diego Lakewood, Colorado J.K. Mullen 
OC Jordan Pao Pao 5-11 292 JR University of San Diego Oceanside, California El Camino 
OG Jonathan Dunn 6-5 315 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Blackwood, New Jersey Washington Township 
OT Matt Connolly 6-3 270 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Hewitt, New Jersey West Milford 
PK Piotr Czech 6-5 210 SO Wagner College  Keyport, New Jersey Keyport 
KR Mario Hines 5-11 175 JR Robert Morris (PA) Univ. Ecorse, Michigan Ecorse 
PR Nick Ruhe 5-10 182 SR University of Dayton Ottawa, Ohio Ottawa-Glendorf 
AP Justise Hairston 6-1 210 SR Central Conn. St. Univ. New Britain, Conn. New Britain 

 
First Team Defense 

POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
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DL Eric Bakhtiari 6-4 255 JR University of San Diego Burlingame, California Burlingame 
DL Matt Brunck 6-2 255 SR Robert Morris University Pittsburgh, Penn. Fox Chapel 
DL Andre Coleman 6-4 290 JR University at Albany Buffalo, New York Burgard 
DL Ray Gensler 6-0 220 SR Robert Morris University Pittsburgh, Penn. Keystone Oaks 
DL Chris Marzotto 6-2 235 JR    Butler University Hebron, Indiana        Lowell 
LB James Adams 6-1 226 SR Drake University Kansas City, Mo. Park Hill 
LB Mike Castellano 6-2 230 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Freehold, New Jersey Freehold 
LB Jon Corto 6-1 195 SR Sacred Heart University Orchard Park, NY Orchard Park 
LB Colin Disch 6-1 220 JR University at Albany North Plainfield, NJ North Plainfield 
LB John Hoppe 6-0 210 SR University of Dayton Northbrook,  Illinois Glenbrook North 
DB Josh Brisco 6-2 200 SR University of San Diego Tucson, Arizona Catalina Foothills 
DB Andy Green 6-3 198 SO Drake University Atlantic, Iowa Atlantic 
DB Michael Hill 5-11 210 SR Duquesne University Largo, Maryland Eleanor Roosevelt 
DB Matt Hill 6-0 220 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Hoptacong, NJ Hopatcong 
DB Donald Hyland  6-1 185 SO Morehead State Univ. Woodstock, Georgia Elowah 
DB Mike Niklos 5-10 175 SR Robert Morris (PA) Univ. Columbus, Ohio Bishop 
P Chris Lynch 6-3 215 SO University at Albany Lindenhurst, New York Lindenhurst 

 
Second Team Offense 

POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
QB Ryan Alexander 6-3 205 JR Davidson College Lynchburg, Virginia Virginia Episcopal 
RB J.T. Rogan 5-10 190 SO Univ. of San Diego San Diego, California Coronado 
RB Dane Samuels 5-10 180 JR Iona College New City, New York  
RB David Sinisi 5-10 200 R-F Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Cedar Grove, New Jer. Cedar Grove 
WR Michael Caputo 5-11 170 SR St. Francis (PA) Univ. Bethel Park, Pa. Seton La Salle 
WR Brett Dioguardi 6-1 185 SR Davidson College Tequesta, Florida Jupiter Community 
WR John Matthews 6-0 197 SO University of San Diego Littleton, Colorado Regis Jesuit 
TE Chris Ramsey 6-3 244 JR Univ. of San Diego Calexico, California Calexico 
AP Eli Parkes 5-11 215 SR Morehead State Univ. Portsmouth, Ohio Minford 
OT Mat Haas 6-1 240 JR Drake University Iowa City, Iowa West 
OG John Lyons 5-11 270 SR Marist College Silver Spring, Maryland Our Lady Gd Council 
OC Mike Iafrate 5-11 260 SR Davidson College Weston, Florida American Heritage 
OG Sam Pagano 6-3 305 JR University at Albany Schenectady, New York Colonie Central 
OT Jacob Hobbs 6-4 325 SR University at Albany Schenectady, New York Schenectady 
PK Brad Smith 6-0 170 SR Davidson College Danville, Pennsylvania Bloomsburg Area 
KR Mike Wall 5-8 180 JR University at Albany Syracuse, New York Solvay 
PR Steve Todesco 6-1 180 FR Sacred Heart University Mission Viejo, California Trabuco Hills 
AP Nick Ruhe 5-10 182 SR University of Dayton Ottawa, Ohio Ottawa-Glendorf 

 
Second Team Defense 

POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
DL Travis Decker 6-2 225 JR Duquesne University Allentown, Pennsylvania Parkland 
DL Ryan Esdale 6-2 240 SR Duquesne University Succasunna, New Jersey Roxbury 
DL Michael Dungey 6-2 275 JR University at Albany Rochester, New York Fox Chapel 
DL Kevin Jennings 6-2 240 SR Drake University Lockport, Illinois Lockport 
DL Jimmy Riker 6-2 250 SR Valparaiso University Tekonsha, Michigan Tekonsha 
LB Niel Andrews 6-1 230 SR Davidson College Chapel Hill, No. Carolina Orange 
LB Kyson Hawkins 6-1 235 SR University of San Diego Fallbrook, California Fallbrook-Union 
LB Greg Hough 6-1 210 SO Duquesne University Gibsonia, Pennsylvania      Pine-Richland 
LB Andre Lipski 5-10 195 SO Iona College Miller Place, New York Miller Place 
LB John Simmons 6-1 220 JR Duquesne University Pittsburgh, Penn. Plum 
DB Patrick FitzGerald 5-9 185 JR Davidson College Pittsburgh, Penn. Central Catholic 
DB David Jiles 5-9 185 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Paulsboro, New Jersey Paulsboro 
DB Farod Muhammad 5-11 175 SR Central Conn. St. Univ. Buffalo, New York Hutchinson Central 
DB Robson Noel 5-8 160 SO Jacksonville (FL) Univ. Pampano Beach, Florida Cardinal Gibbons 
DB Al Phillips 5-11 175 JR Wagner College Hialeah, Florida American 
DB Aaron Strader 6-3 185 JR Duquesne University Pittsburgh, Penn. Westinghouse 
P Cyrus Maddox 6-3 215 SR Davidson College Spartanburg, So. Car. Deerfield Acad. (MA) 

 
Honorable Mention Offense 

POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
QB Brian Boland 6-1 210 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Brick, New Jersey Brick Memorial 
QB Scott Knapp 6-3 230 SO Duquesne University Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Perry Traditional Aca 
RB Willie Cashmore 6-1 237 JR Drake University Kansas City, Missouri St. Pius X 
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RB Jeremy McCullough 5-9 190 SR Monmouth (NJ) Univ. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania Wyoming Seminary 
RB Shaun Puluse 5-9 215 SR St. Peter’s College Haledon, New Jersey Passaic Cty Tech 
WR Adam San Miguel 5-10 170 SR Monmouth (NJ) College North Bergen, New Jer. St. Peter’s Prep 
WR Ben Hannula 6-2 205 SO University of San Diego Tacoma, Washington Bellarmine 
WR Dan Spriggs 5-10 180 SR Univ. of Duquesne Baltimore, Maryland Calvert Hill 
TE Calvin Gitter 6-2 235 JR Duquesne University Jamison, Pennsylvania Central Bucks West 
OT Dan Cooper 6-2 250 JR Marist College Freehold, New Jersey Freehold Township 
OT Grant Jennings 6-4 230 JR Morehead State Univ. Lakeside Park, Kentucky Dixie Heights 
OT Mike Rabbitt 6-3 270 SR Iona College Bayonne, New Jersey St. Peter’s Prep 
OC Pierce Brennan 6-1 275 SR University at Albany Lake Grove, New York Sachem 
OC Paul Noel 5-11 275 SR St. Peter’s College East Orange, New Jersey Immaculate Concep. 
OC Ryan Nutt 6-4 305 JR Central Conn. St. Univ. Warren, Ohio Howland 
OC Matt Stansfield 6-1 265 JR Duquesne University Meadville, Pennsylvania Meadville 
OC Michael Walsh 6-2 260 SR Marist College Bellerose, New York Chaminade 
PK Jason Fralicker 5-10 182 JR University at Albany Tonawanda, New York North Tonawanda 
PK Chris LoFreese 6-0 175 SR Iona College Middletown, New York Middletown 
PK Mark Troyan 6-0 175 SO Duquesne University Ford City, Pennsylvania Ford City 
PR Nick Feldman 5-9 185 SO Morehead State Univ. Oconto, Wisconsin Oconto 
AP Nate Connor 6-0 199 JR Jacksonville (FL) Univ. Middleburg, Florida Ridgeview 
AP Erick Fitzpatrick 5-7 180 SO Morehead State Univ. Cincinnati, Ohio Colerain 
AP J.T. Rogan 5-10 190 SO Univ. of San Diego San Diego, California Coronado 
AP Dane Samuels 5-10 180 JR Iona College New City, New York  

 
Honorable Mention Defense 

POS NAME HT WT YR SCHOOL HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL
DL Kyle Council 6-0 270 SR Iona College Brooklyn, New York Christ The King 
LB Jared Scotto 6-2 230 JR Iona College Staten Island, New York Moore Catholic 
DB Rashad Barksdale 6-2 210 JR University at Albany Hudson, New York Hudson 
DB Jacob Craig 5-9 197 JR Drake University Mount Vernon, Illinois Mount Vernon 
DB Daniel Diaz 5-11 172 JR Marist College Newfield, New York Newfield Central 
DB Cory Gidding 6-0 170 FR Stony Brook University Ocean, New Jersey Ocean Township 
DB Ed Loscalzo 5-9 185 JR Iona College Seaford, New York Sacred Heart HS 
DB Chase McBride 6-2 210 SR University of San Diego Solana Beach, California   
DB Todd Mills 5-10 200 SR Duquesne University South Bethlehem, Penn. Freedom 
DB Mark Moraca 5-9 180 SR La Salle University Mantua, New Jersey Clearview 
DB Kyle Postell 5-11 185 SR Duquesne University Greenbelt, Maryland Eleanor Roosevelt 
P Piotr Czech 6-5 210 SO Wagner College Keyport, New Jersey Keyport 
P David Kovalcik 5-10 185 JR Duquesne University Chantilly, Virginia Chantilly 
P Bradley Rowe 5-11 165 JR Marist College Stratham, New York Exeter 
P Mason Webb 6-0 220 SO Morehead State Univ. Hamilton, Ohio Hamilton 

 
 

Page 4 of 4 


	Don Hansen’s Football Gazette
	NCAA I-FCS
	FOR MORE INFORMATION please contact Don Hansen at the Football Gazette, 630-801-0467 (don@donhansen.com). The football Gazette website is located at http://www.donhansen.com 
	First Team Offense


	First Team Defense


